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Research Question

� How is it possible,

� that

� notwithstanding repeated international
encounters, norms remain contested;

� that

� shared recognition is not the rule as social 
constructivists would have predicted?

Visibility-Legitimacy Correlation
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Argument: Constitution of Politics

� Organisational practices

� Regulate politics in treaties

� agreements, constitutions

� Cultural practices

� are constitutive for politics, 

� need to be understood and accounted for.

A Contextualised Approach
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Constitutionalism

� Types: ancient, modern, contemporary

� Sets of Practices: organisational and cultural

Types of Constitutionalism
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Norms in International Relations

� Types of Norms 
� Fundamental norms
� organising principles
� standardised procedures

� Conditions for Contestation
� Contingency
� Out-of-context implementation
� Crisis

� Dimensions of Interpretation
� Formal validity
� Social recognition
� Cultural validation

Types of Norms [Wiener 2008, 100]
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The Logic of Appropriateness

� Norms are recognised as appropriate within 

specific and limited social environments.

The Logic of Arguing

� Appropriate norms are established through 

deliberation in international negotiation settings.
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The Principle of Contestedness

� The legitimacy of norms depends on 
contestation.

Case Study

� Method

� Elite interviews in three arenas

� Reconstructing meaning-in-use 

� Evaluation

� Interpretation in political arenas?

� Legitimacy in international relations?
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Four Political Arenas: 
London, Berlin, Brussels

Meaning-in-use: Londoners



9

Meaning-in-use: Berliners

Meaning-in-use: British Brusselites
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Meaning-in-use: German Brusselites

Conclusions
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Working Hypothesis

Visibility-Legitimacy Correlation (1)
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Visibility-Legitimacy Correlation (2)

Visibility-Legitimacy Correlation (3)
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Diversity

� In the absence of  

� a constitutionally 
� (no shared formal validity) 

� and socially 
� (no social recognition) 

� limited modern context of governance 

� the conditions for normative legitimacy

� need to be defined.

Global Constitutionalism

� Democratic constitutionalism 

� “as an activity 

� rather than 

� an end-state”

� (Tully 2002, 209)


